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DICTA 289
SHORTHAND REPORTING
A Little Understood Profession
Industrial Commission of Colorado
Three thousand men and women in the United States are engaged
in the practice of a profession--shorthand reporting-which is little
known or appreciated by the general public. Even lawyers and judges
with whom they come closely in contact do not realize the education
and training necessary for this work, the exacting duties performed, the
difficulties encountiered and the long hours and concentration required.
Shorthand is a method of brief writing by substituting symbols
or signs for letters, words or phrases. It has been in existence in some
form since the time of Julius Caesar. Pepys wrote his famous Diary by
means of abbreviated characters. Charles Dickens in "David Copper-
field" tells of his struggles to master the art. In this country its advent
in the courts dates back to Civil War days. The invention and perfec-
tion of the typewriter made possible the general use of shorthand in
business.
There is a wide gap between the shorthand of the office stenogra-
pher and that of the shorthand reporter, and few, though possessed of
natural keenness of mind, quick perception and nimble, trained fingers,
have paid the price of the long hours of study and toil necessary to
bridge this gap.
As the other professions require years of preparation, so does
shorthand reporting. While the principles of shorthand may be ac-
quired in a few months and commercial writing ability attained in a
year or less, many more months of incessant labor are necessary to
obtain the speed required for verbatim reporting. Then the reporter is
only at his commencement day. Years of experience and a fund of
knowledge must be his before he is a real reporter able successfully to
practice his profession and hold himself out for all kinds of reporting
jobs. Thus his basic preparation approaches that of the doctor or
lawyer, his hours of labor equal or exceed theirs, and his income com-
pares in many cases favorably with theirs.
Colorado has a Certified Shorthand Reporters Law, under which
reporters must demonstrate their ability to accurately report and tran-
scribe court and other proceedings before they are certified. The law
also requires courts to appoint only Certified Shorthand Reporters,
which is designed to raise the standard of efficiency in court work.
(Furnished Through Courtesy of Mr. John C. Peters, Reporter,
Colorado Industrial Commission.)
Under the provisions of the RFC Act there were 1,919 industrial
loans authorized after consideration of 4,699 applications received in
Washington and 6,952 received at the agencies.
